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Public Law 85-745 

[Commonly known as the ‘‘Former Presidents Act of 1958’’] 

[Public Law 85–745] 

[As Amended Through Public Law 108–447; Enacted December 8, 
2004] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 85–745. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To provide retirement, clerical assistants, and free mailing privileges to 
former Presidents of the United States, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That (a) Each 
former President shall be entitled for the remainder of his life to 
receive from the United States a monetary allowance at a rate per 
annum, payable monthly by the Secretary of the Treasury, which 
is equal to the annual rate of basic pay, as in effect from time to 
time, of the head of an executive department, as defined in section 
101 of title 5, United States Code. However, such allowance shall 
not be paid for any period during which such former President 
holds an appointive or elective office or position in or under the 
Federal Government or the government of the District of Columbia 
to which is attached a rate of pay other than a nominal rate. 

(b) The Administrator of General Services shall, without re-
gard to the civil-service and classification laws, provide for each 
former President an office staff. Persons employed under this sub-
section shall be selected by the former President and shall be re-
sponsible only to him for the performance of their duties. Each 
former President shall fix basic rates of compensation for persons 
employed for him under this paragraph which in the aggregate 
shall not exceed $96,000 per annum, except that for the first 30- 
month period during which a former President is entitled to staff 
assistance under this subsection, such rates of compensation in the 
aggregate shall not exceed $150,000 per annum. The annual rate 
of compensation payable to any such person shall not exceed the 
highest annual rate of basic pay now or hereafter provided by law 
for positions at level II of the Executive Schedule under section 
5313 of title 5, United States Code. Amounts provided for ‘‘Allow-
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ances and Office Staff for Former Presidents’’ may be used to pay 
fees of an independent contractor who is not a member of the staff 
of the office of a former President for the review of Presidential 
records of a former President in connection with the transfer of 
such records to the National Archives and Records Administration 
or a Presidential Library without regard to the limitation on staff 
compensation set forth herein. 

(c) The Administrator of General Services shall furnish for 
each former President suitable office space appropriately furnished 
and equipped, as determined by the Administrator, at such place 
within the United States as the former President shall specify. 

(d) [Repealed. Public Law 86–682, Section 12(c), September 2, 
1960, 74 Stat. 730.] 

(e) The widow of each former President shall be entitled to re-
ceive from the United States a monetary allowance at a rate of 
$20,000 per annum, payable monthly by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, if such widow shall waive the right to each other annuity or 
pension to which she is entitled under any other Act of Congress. 
The monetary allowance of such widow— 

(1) commences on the day after the former President dies; 
(2) terminates on the last day of the month before such 

widow— 
(A) dies; or 
(B) remarries before becoming 60 years of age; and 

(3) is not payable for any period during which such widow 
holds an appointive or elective office or position in or under the 
Federal Government or the government of the District of Co-
lumbia to which is attached a rate of pay other than a nominal 
rate. 
(f) As used in this section, the term ‘‘former President’’ means 

a person— 
(1) who shall have held the office of President of the 

United States of America; 
(2) whose service in such office shall have terminated other 

than by removal pursuant to section 4 of article II of the Con-
stitution of the United States of America; and 

(3) who does not then currently hold such office. 
(g) There are authorized to be appropriated to the Adminis-

trator of General Services up to $1,000,000 for each former Presi-
dent and up to $500,000 for the spouse of each former President 
each fiscal year for security and travel related expenses: Provided, 
That under the provisions set forth in section 3056, paragraph (a), 
subparagraph (3) of title 18, United States Code, the former Presi-
dent and/or spouse was not receiving protection for a lifetime pro-
vided by the United States Secret Service under section 3056 para-
graph (a) subparagraph (3) of title 18, United States Code; the pro-
tection provided by the United States Secret Service expired at its 
designated time; or the protection provided by the United States 
Secret Service was declined prior to authorized expiration in lieu 
of these funds.  
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